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SPECIAL AWARDS 
 
CAMS LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 
 

Fred Berge 
Peter Marcovitch 

 
CAMS SERVICE AWARD: 
 
    Rod Sams 
    Trevor Neuman 
    Billy Campbell 
    Paul Buda 



ALBINS Off Road Gear Goondiwindi 400      ………. Rod Sams 
 

 
Well the dust has well and truly 
settled at Goondiwindi. The hot dry 
conditions ensured there was plenty 
of it for the competitors and officials 
to contend with, but than it would 
not be Goondiwindi without the 
dust.  
 
This year’s event was run over the 
weekend of the 17th & 18th of 
October and proved to be a fitting 
end to the 2009 Australian Off Road 
Championship. Sixty one of the top 
off road crews made their way to 
Goondi from all points across the 
country with a number of crews 

making the trip from Western Australia and the Northern Territory.  
 
With the Outright Championship still up for contention expectations were high and the competition 
would prove to be fast paced. Shannon and Ian Rentsch (1), David Fellows and Andrew Kittle (2) and 
Travis Robertson and Paul Currie (11) were all a chance to take out the title. 
 
The event was again sponsored by Albins Off Road Gear and Extreme Motorsport who supported the 
Queensland Championship Round and the Top Ten Shootout. Other sponsors included King Off Road 
Racing Shocks, ARB 4X4 Accessories and the business houses of Goondiwindi.  The continued support 
of our sponsors is vital to the continuing success of the event. 
 
Joe Bulmer and the crew from the Goondiwindi Motorsports Club put in a great effort in setting up the 
Pits and the track. This year the Pits were extended to handle the ever increasing size of the transporters 
crews are now using to move their vehicles around the country. The biggest change was the construction 
of a spectator viewing mound and fenced viewing area which allowed spectators to view the cars as they 
raced along the spectacular “Malapunyah Run” towards the finish line. Other improvements included a 
purpose built catering stall and an 
additional toilet block. 
 
Scrutineering was held on Friday night at 
the Goondiwindi Showgrounds. The 
quality and sophistication of the vehicles 
continues to impress. These must be some 
of the best racing machines in the country. 
A good crowd of locals were on hand to 
welcome the crews and get an up close 
look at the cars.  
  
An early start on Saturday morning saw 
everyone ready to run the Prologue to 
determine the starting order for the event. 



Pro Class buggies filled nine of the first top ten places with the Prolite Buggy of Tony Fehlhaber and 
Gary Howell being the odd one out. Rentsch led the way from Fellows and the Warialda team of Terry 
Rose and Shane Egan (11). The prologue saw the early demise of the Old Man Emu Nissan Patrol (777) 
of Roger Vickery and Greg Webber which rolled after bouncing out of one of the many melon holes 
around the course. Fortunately the crew ended up in better shape than the car. 
 
The Top Ten shootout followed which gave the first ten finishers in the prologue another chance to 
improve on their starting order. Rentsch again showed his domination with Robertson moving into 
second place in front of Fellows and Rose. 
 
After the shootout crews were given the opportunity to do a reconnaissance of the 75 km course. This 
was followed by Section 1 which consisted of 2 laps of the course. Rentsch made the best of his dust 
free run to open up a lead of 2 minutes 49 seconds on the other championship contenders Fellows and 
Robinson. Rose continued to do well and retained fourth spot in front of Buddy and Kerry Crowe (4) 
and Hayden Bentley and Colin Hodge (18). 
 
Fehlhaber continued his good run to lead the Prolite class from Justin Watt and Joel Martin (101) by just 
nine seconds. Darryl Smith and Michael Matthews (222) lead the way from Werner and Sue Zettl (232) 
in the Super 1650 class. Sam and Peter Barnes established a good lead in Sportman class.  Gavin Miekle 
and Ron Schmdt (424) were closely followed by the Porsche of Greg and Allison Campbell (475) in the 
Extreme 2WDs. In the Performance 2WDs Steve Mulhing and Robert Heinrich (573) battled with Peter 
Kozak and Paul Coci (572) for the class honours. 

 
Clayton Chapman and Adam McGuire 
(703) had a good run in the Production 
4WD class to lead Brad and Michael 
Zacka (713) from Michael and Linda 
Topfer (722).  The Zacka‘s run came to 
a sudden halt when the car rolled and 
slid into a tree along the Malapunyah 
Run. The crew was shaken but not 
seriously injured.  Colin Hunter and 
Margot Knowles (801) continued on 
their winning ways in the Extreme 4WD 
class ahead of Sandy Bowman and 
Simon Cox (833). 
 

Due to a starting line mix up at the start of the second lap on Saturday the lap was dropped from the 
results resulting in a change of start order for the first lap of the Section 2 on Sunday morning.  The 
change cut Rentsch’s lead to just 26 seconds. 
 
The mayor of the Goondiwindi Regional Council, Graeme Schue, was on hand to flag the cars away.  
Fellows pulled out all stops over the two laps for the section to finish 1 second behind Rentsch. Thats 
after 150 kms of racing!!!.  Justin Watt led the Prolites from Damien Penfold and Jarrad Everleigh 128 
with Fehlhaber in third. 
 
Zettl swapped the lead with Smith in the Super 1650 buggies while Steve Honey and James MacDonnel 
(307) were the last standing in the Sportsman Buggies.  Greg Campbell moved to the front of the 
Extreme 2WDs with Mulhing showing the way in the Production 2WDs. Chapman and Hunter 
continued to dominate the 4WD classes. 



 
Section 2 saw the end of the Queensland Championship component of the event while the AORC 
competitors faced another lap in Section 3 
 
Section 3 saw no let off in the pace with the Rentschs enjoying the dust free run arriving home first with 
a 29 second margin after nearly 400 kilometres of racing. The win gave them their fifth National Off 
Road Championship title.  Amazingly it was their sixth consecutive win at Goondiwindi. No wonder 
they like coming to Goondi. 
 

Second outright was Fellows and Kittle 
whose hard charging finish just left 
them short of the win. Travis 
Robertson’s trek from Perth was 
rewarded with third outright. The 
Crowes and Terry Rose filled out the 
top five positions. Justin Watt took out 
Prolite class in front of Tony 
Fehlhaber. 
 
Werner Zettl finished a good year in 
his Super 1650 buggy edging out 
Smith for the win. Steve Honey out 
lasted his competition to win the 
Sportsman class. Greg Campbell’s 

Porsche had the winning edge over Chris Western’s Mickey Thompson Chevy truck in Extreme 2WD. 
Clayton Chapman sealed both the class win and the National Production 4wd Class win which had been 
held by Geoff Pickering since 2001. The Topfers took out second in class in their Pajero. Hunter and 
Knowles matched Chapman’s effort in the Extreme 4WD class from Warren and Eric Denham and 
Mark Lacey. 
 
On the local front Joe Bulmer and Brett Plant piloted Joe’s new toy to a creditable 6th outright. Joe had 
only taken delivery of the ex Brian Robinson Jimco buggy on the Wednesday before the event and had 
not only to contend with driving the new car but also driving from the left hand seat. There were smiles 
all round at the finish line. Laurie and Janelle Svenson also debuted their new GAC Buggy at the event 
and despite a couple of teething problems finished the event. 
 
Once the dust had settled all that remained was the presentation function.  Following on from the 
success of last year’s presentation function this year’s function was moved to the Goondiwindi RSL.  
Some 200 people attended to see the various award winners collect their trophies. By the end of the 
night most had managed to quench their thirsts and wash away the dust.  
 
An event this size requires a lot of effort to organize and run. This year was no different. With the ever 
increasing standards being shown by competitors comes the expectation that organizers improve the 
delivery of their product. This year saw a number of changes to comply with the sporting regulations. 
This included the introduction of an event checker, a role that is still being defined. The role is to ensure 
compliance to rules and regulations and event safety. Peter Whalley enthusiastically took on the role and 
has now set the bar for future checkers. Thanks Peter! 
 
One of the big changes this year was that we used the services of Murray and Julie Rodgers of Off Road 
Racing web site fame to run the start line and do the timing and scoring. They arrived with enough 



technology to land a man on the moon.  The system provided real time results and commentary that 
were streamed on the web. There were emails from America and Europe sent by people following the 

event. 
 
Of course there are many other 
people who did their bit to help 
and I would like to thank them for 
their support.  We could have done 
with some more people in a couple 
of areas something we need to 
work on for next year. 
 
Without detracting from 
everybody’s efforts I would like to 
especially thank Craig Porter for 
coming out of “retirement” to be 
Clerk of Course and make the 
tough decisions. Our indefatigable 
CRO Russell Innes well and truly 
earned his pay check. Thanks to 

Simon Knowles for the use of his transporter to move all the gear from and back to Brisbane. I have a 
feeling he enjoys driving the big rig around.  
 
I would also like to thank Berenice for the work she put in before the event and at headquarters over the 
weekend. A ride in the helicopter was a highlight of her weekend. We will make an off roader out of her 
yet. Lastly I would like to recognize the property owners who embrace the event with great enthusiasm. 
This year a number of them became involved in running the event working on Monitor Points and doing 
recovery. From all accounts they had a great time. 
 
The member of BSCC and GMSC and supporters are to be congratulated on running a great event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BSCC Board 

CLUB NOTES 
 
A working Bee will be held at the clubrooms on Sunday 17th Janu-
ary 2010 to help sort, clean and maintain club gear and equipment 
for upcoming 2010 events. Competitors wishing to validate points 
must book in. Please RSVP to Berenice on 07 3846 0233 

 
New BSCC reflective stickers are now in stock.  Each member will 
receive one with their 2010 club member renewal and extra stick-
ers can be purchased for $2 each. 

 

Welcome new Club members Edward Martin and Gary Coveney. 

 
The BSCC Office will be closed from Friday 18th December 2009 
and will reopen Monday 11th January 2010. 

  

Congratulations to BSCC Life member Rodney Sams for his recent 
CAMS Service Star Award received last friday at the CAMS Eve-
ning of Champions. The Service Star may be conferred by CAMS 
on a member who has given exemplary service to CAMS and to 
motor sport, usually over many years and often in a variety of 
roles and activities. It stands above the Service Award and may be 
a further recognition for a member who holds a Service Award.  

 

Patron                The Hon Tom Barton 
President    Simon Knowles 
Immediate Past President Brian Everitt 
Secretary   Errol Bailey 
Treasurer   Fred van Tuinen 
Assistant Treasurer  Errol Bailey 
Club Captain   Matt van Tuinen 
Board Members   
Erik Johnsson, Greg Sewell, John McCarthy, Del Garbett, Marius 
Swart, Andrew Lenton, Gerard McConkey, Barry Neuendorff, Glynis 
Saunders 
Administration Officer  Berenice Stratton 
CAMS Delegate   Errol Bailey 
Registrar   Peter Whalley, Del Garbett 
Auditor    John Grounds 
Sporting Sub-committees: 
Touring Road Events   
Off-Road    
Rally     
Magazine   Brad Smith 
Social    Del Garbett 

All correspondence, entries, etc for the Club 
should be addressed to: 

Brisbane Sporting Car Club Ltd 
PO Box 3529 

South Brisbane BC Qld 4101 
 

Telephone: (07) 3846 0233 
Facsimile: (07) 3846 0244 

 
Email: 

Club: bscc@ozemail.com.au 
Magazine: bfsmith@westnet.com.au 

 
 
 

www.bscc.asn.au 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE 
BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB 

BSCC Platinum Partners 
Philcomm Communications 

Extreme Motor Sports 

Speedie Contractors 
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